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Abstract

The article is dedicated to the scientific analysis of the state functions of the Armenian Apostolic Church
in the developed Middle Ages (12-14th centuries), according to the works of Mkhitar Gosh and Smbat
Gundstable. From the end of the 12th century, the Armenian people strained all their spiritual and physical
abilities to restore statehood again. The Codexes were an expression of the spiritual side of that drive.
Mkhitar Gosh explains the necessity of writing the "Codex" for twelve reasons, in which Mkhitar Gosh
anticipates the desired future and defines the constitutional foundations of the future kingdom. Mkhitar Gosh
was well aware of our history. for him, the past is not just history, but also a lesson for the future, and he
supports the unfulfilled aspiration of the Arshakunis in order not to repeat the bitter experience of the
Bagratunis, that is, the construction of a centrist, legal state. In this sense, it is interesting that Smbat
Sparapet, different from other medieval Armenian figures, gives his political goals and legal approaches an
emphasized secular character. Subordinating the church to secular authority, Smbat Gundstable believes
that the clergy should not be involved in secular affairs.

Keywords: Church, Mkhitar Gosh, Smbat Gundstable, Church-canon law system.
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